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SCO's charge that the Linux kernel contains exact ¢
expected to be greeted unenthusiastically in the Lin
doubt on the legitimacy of the open-source OS.

|adwertissmant|

» The SCO Group announced its conclusion that code
from the company's Unixware OS has been copied
into the Linux OS. The statement sprang from an
analysis performed in conjunction with the SCO
Group's billion-dollar lawsuit against IBM, which
alleges that the tech giant misappropriated code from
Unix and incorporated it into Linux. SCO owns the
copyright to Unix.

"We had hired some outside consultants to compare
code from the Linux kernel to our Unix system 5
source code, which is the base Unix source code that
is used for a lot of different products," Blake Stowell,
SCO director of public relations, told NewsFactor.

"In doing the comparison, there were instances
where they found line-by-line copies -- direct copy
and pasting of code -- and other instances where the
code had been obfuscated. [It was] changed to look
like it was different, but in reality it was the same
code," Stowell said.

The announcement from SCO, which is still in the
process of changing its name from Caldera, came
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shortly after IBM's filing in U.S. District Court in Utah. |5 windows Sma
Yahoo!

In its filing, IBM stated that "contrary to Caldera's
unsupported assertions, IBM has not misappropriated |3. Google Adds

any trade secrets; it has not engaged in unfair 4. Nokia Uparad
competition; it has not interfered with Caldera's _
contracts; and it has not breached contractual 5. Sony Readles_'_

obligations to Caldera.

"In any event, IBM has the irrevocable, fully paid-up,
and perpetual right to use the 'proprietary software'
that it is alleged to have misappropriated or
misused," the company's filing states.

Possible Lawsuits

SCO's charge that the Linux kernel contains exact
copies of Unix code is expected to be greeted
unenthusiastically in the Linux community. It casts
doubt on the legitimacy of the open-source OS.

Asked whether other vendors that sell both Unix and
Linux might be in danger of a lawsuit, SCOSource
senior vice president Chris Sontag replied, "Is there a
possibility? Yes." But "we believe the majority of our
licensees are appropriately upholding their licenses,
so we don't believe that's a problem," he told
NewsFactor.

Effect on Linux

"If this lawsuit drags on, and it gets nasty, then it's
definitely going to affect what happens with Linux,"
said Aberdeen Group analyst Bill Claybrook. "People
who are interested in building their IT infrastructures
around Linux are going to wonder exactly what's
going to happen," he told NewsFactor.

"I've talked with IBM about this, and they do a very
good job of making sure the code they release from
open source is not proprietary -- is not third party,"
Claybrook said. He would be "very surprised” if IBM
had released Unix code into Linux, he added.
(continued...)
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